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Site Description
The site encompasses residential properties in the Lusher Avenue area in
Elkhart, Indiana. Several residential properties have well water as their water
source. IDEM has been sampling the residential water, for those residents on
well water. OSC Ken Theisen had put several houses in the area on water
filters in the late 1980's. IDEM alerted OSC Ken Theisen that several
residential sample results for trichloroethylene (TCE) had exceeded or was
close to exceeding the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) of 0.005
milligrams per liter (mg/L) for TCE in drinking water. In fact one residential
well that had been sampled and had a filter installed over 20 years ago, had
shown a large increase in the TCE concentration and is now 0.7 mg/L.

Current Activities
-August 15, 2006- START Campbell sampled four residential and one small business location for Volatile Organic
Compounds (VOCs) for drinking water to correlate with IDEM's data results. START Campbell also collected air
samples using summa canisters from three residential locations.
-October 11 -24, 2006- START attempted at contacting property owners of several residences to discuss the U.S.
EPA installing drinking water filters in their houses.
-December 8, 2006- U.S. EPA, START and ERRS met with filter contractor to discuss locations to have drinking
water filters installed.
-December 14-15, 2006- Filter contractor has drinking water filters installed in 5 residential properties and one small
business property.
-On January 5, 2007- ER John Behrens arrived for an appointment to have an access card signed and set up an
appointment for a plumber to install the water filter at 1511 Flake Street in Elkhart, IN. The property owner did not
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show up for the appointment after many attempts to get an access card signed. START Campbell also received a
call from the property owner at 1749 Fieldhouse Avenue stating that the property was to be sold as a commercial
property and the house would probably be demolished.

Planned Removal Actions
1) Installation of drinking water filters in residential properties that exceed or are in danger of exceeding the MCL for
TCE.

Next Steps
1) Continue installing filters as IDEM receives more sampling data from residential properties.

Key Issues
One property owner, after several attempts, was unreachable to gain access to the property to install water filter. A
second property owner has stated that the house will be demolished and the property will be sold as a commercial
property.
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